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Interest and Expertise of Dzeno Association

The Dzeno Association is an international Roma advocacy organization based in the Czech Republic. Dzeno aims to promote traditional Roma culture and values nationally and internationally in order to increase understanding and tolerance between Roma and non-Roma. Dzeno also seeks to influence policy decisions by providing a Roma voice and encouraging Roma participation in the political process. We specialize in media advocacy, and maintain two trilingual websites (Czech, English and Romany): www.dzeno.cz, which features Roma centered news and analysis; and www.radiorota.cz, the first online Roma radio featuring music, news and cultural information.
Since its establishment in 1994, Dzeno has worked to monitor and analyze the situation of Roma throughout Europe. 

The written comments submitted below do not constitute a comprehensive survey of the situation of all compensations to Roma victims of the Holocaust throughout Europe. Nevertheless, Dzeno believes that this report offers an opportunity to highlight some of the most significant and previously unknown facts about the role of the International Organization for Migration in the distribution of assets from German and Swiss holocaust compensation programmes to Roma holocaust victims.

Dzeno’s articles and publications, as well as additional information about the organization, are available on the Internet at www.dzeno.cz or by emailing info@dzeno.cz
 1. Introduction

The Roma
 are the largest and most vulnerable minority in Europe
, numbering around 10 million people. Roma populations are found in every country of Europe. The largest populations exist in Romania (2.5 million) and in Hungary and Bulgaria (800,000 respectively), and the smallest populations are in Denmark (4,500) and Luxembourg (500)
. During World War II at least 600,000 Roma were killed, many of them in Nazi concentration camps or while being used as slave labour for Nazi states. Now, sixty years later, Roma suffer from continued inequality in most European countries. They lack adequate access to healthcare and education, and often face discrimination in the labour market.

While the Jewish Holocaust has become a well-known chapter of European history, the Roma Holocaust (“Poraimos” Stacy’s NOTE:  I thought this only referred to the liquidation of the Roma camp at Auschwitz, and not to their entire WWII experience.  Does it refer to both?  Also, in Dzeno articles from Aug 2004, we spelled it Porrajmos.  Do we care about consistency?) has been overlooked or ignored in many countries. Even though the Roma have tried to bring their own tragic story to light, many people are unaware that the Roma were even affected by the Nazi regime. 

There has never been an international compensation programme exclusively for Romany victims of the Holocaust. In the compensation programmes that already exist in European states, Roma have been lumped together with other groups of war victims and veterans without considering the fact that the Nazis planned and partially realized the genocide
 of the Roma nation. 

In the past decade, the German Forced Labor Compensation Programme (GFLCP), the Holocaust Victim Assets Programme (HVAP), and Humanitarian and Social Programmes (HSP) have been created. These programmes have special importance for the Roma people as they are specifically listed as being among the target groups of victims of the Holocaust during World War II. 

In all three programmes the International Organization for Migration (IOM) has been involved and has been expected to bridge the gap between the donors of the programmes and the Roma people who should be compensated. 
This report is an attempt to bring complete information about IOM’s activities on behalf of Roma victims of the Holocaust, and to provide concrete facts on IOM’s role within these compensation programmes.
2. Data Sources

Dzeno utilized search engines on the web as well as the IOM web site
 to find general information on the Holocaust victims’ compensation programmes. In this way, Dzeno located websites for the Holocaust Victims Assets Programme (HVAP)
, the German Forced Labour Compensation Programme (GFLCP)
, the Foundation Remembrance, Responsibility and Future
 and for the Claim Resolution Tribunal (CRI)
. Through the HVAP and the GFLCP websites Dzeno collected all public data and contact information for the Humanitarian and Social Programmes (HSP) headed by both the Swiss Banks and the German Government. For the description of the Foundation, Dzeno used the Foundation’s web site
 and that of the US Department of State
.

For information on HVAP and GFLCP, Dzeno was able to contact only the main IOM office and hotline number
 in Geneva, because IOM does not list any contacts within the countries where these programmes took place. 

The IOM websites dedicated to HSP list only coordinators for Eastern European countries. To locate contacts in Central and Western Europe, it was necessary to phone the general in-country number for each IOM office and ask for the person responsible. A complete list of the people Dzeno contacted, including comments, is attached at the back of this report as an Excel chart. 

Dzeno collected all web-source information between July and August of 2005.  Any such information may have subsequently changed.  (Stacy’s NOTE:  you might want to consider making this, and the last line of the above paragraph, a footnote.)
3. Brief history of IOM

In 1951, at the initiative of Belgium and the United States, an International Migration Conference was held in Brussels, resulting in the creation of the Provisional Intergovernmental Committee for the Movements of Migrants from Europe (PICMME). PICMME soon became the Intergovernmental Committee for European Migration (ICEM).

Throughout the 1950s and 1960s ICEM was primarily responsible for the (immigration and?) emigration processing of thousands of refugees, displaced persons, and migrant workers throughout Europe. Reflecting its increasingly global role, ICEM changed its name first in 1980 to ICM (Intergovernmental Committee for Migration) and then again in 1989 to its present name IOM (International Organization for Migration.) 

In 2000, more than fifty years after the end of World War II, IOM was involved with a settlement agreement made between Holocaust survivors and Swiss Banks. The Holocaust Victim Assets Programme (HVAP) was designed to primarily assist certain target groups, including Roma, and allocated money for the creation of humanitarian programmes. 

In the same year, IOM was also involved with the German Forced Labour Compensation Programme (GFLCP). In August of 2000, the German Foundation Act came into effect, and the German government allocated money for the compensation of war victims. As a partner of the Foundation Remembrance, Responsibility and Future, IOM was given responsibility for the distribution of financial compensation.

In accordance with the settlements made, ?who? set December 31, 2001, as the deadline for making claims to both the GFLCP and HVAP.

In 2002 IOM launched Humanitarian and Social Programmes (HSP) within several European countries. These programmes are targeted at Roma and other groups
 persecuted during the Nazi regime, and are funded by both the GFLCP and HVAP, whose donors set the criteria for who would receive benefits
. 

4. Swiss Banks Assets Programme – Holocaust Victims Assets Programme (HVAP)

4.1 Brief history of HVAP 

At the end of 1996 and the beginning of 1997, a number of class action lawsuits were filed in the United States District Court for the Eastern District of New York (CV-96-4849)
 against several Swiss banks on behalf of "Victims of Nazi Persecution".  The plaintiffs alleged that these banks knowingly retained and concealed assets of Holocaust victims and collaborated with and aided the Nazi Regime by accepting and laundering illegally obtained Nazi loot and profits of slave labor. The defendant banks included two of Switzerland's largest banks: Credit Suisse and Union Bank of Switzerland (UBS). The lawsuit was brought before, and continues to be supervised by, Chief Judge Edward R. Korman.

In August 1998, the parties reached an agreement to settle the lawsuits for $1.25 billion, which was signed on January 26, 1999. In exchange for the settlement amount paid by the Swiss banks, the plaintiffs and class members agreed to release and forever discharge the Swiss banks and the Swiss government from any and all claims relating to the Holocaust, the Second World War, and its prelude and aftermath. Following the approval of the Settlement Agreement, a court-appointed Special Master, Judah Gribetz, and Deputy Special Master Shari Reig drew up a plan of distribution. 

According to the Special Master’s plan, IOM has been designated as the institution in charge of compensating certain classes of Holocaust victims, including the Roma people
.

4.2 Who could claim through IOM

For HVAP, IOM makes payments to three classes of claimants: 

(a) Slave Labor Class I: non-Jewish victims or targets of Nazi persecution who performed slave labor for private entities or the Nazi Regime 

(b) Slave Labor Class II: all persons who performed slave labor for a Swiss entity 

(c) Refugee Class: non-Jewish victims or targets of Nazi persecution who sought entry into Switzerland to avoid Nazi persecution and who were either denied entry into Switzerland or, after gaining entry into Switzerland, were deported, detained, abused or otherwise mistreated 
5. German Forced Labor Compensation Programme (GFLCP)

5.1 Brief history of GFLCP

On July 17, 2000, the Government of the United States of America and the Government of the Federal Republic of Germany signed an agreement that resulted in the creation of the Foundation Remembrance, Responsibility and the Future
.
On August 12, 2000, the German Foundation Act
 came into effect. The Foundation provided financial compensation to former slave and forced laborers, and other victims of Nazi injustice. The Foundation was capitalized by the Federal Republic of Germany and by German companies with DM 10 billion, valued at approximately €5.1 billion or $6.7 billion. 

The law establishing the Foundation authorized it to make funds available to the seven partner organizations, which were foundations that had previously been established in Belarus, the Czech Republic, Poland, the Russian Federation and the Ukraine, as well as the Conference on Jewish Material Claims Against Germany
 and IOM
. These partner organizations would then make payments to individual recipients.

5.2 Who could claim through IOM

As part of GFLCP, IOM is responsible for non – Jewish claimants living in the “rest of the world” category, which refers to any such claimants living in a country other than the Czech Republic, Poland and the Republics of the former Soviet Union. 

The categories of people that can claim are the victims of:

(a) Slave and Forced Labor: slave labor, forced labor in industries and agriculture.
(b) Personal Injury: victims of medical experiments, persons who as children were separated from their parents and were lodged in a home for children of slave and forced laborers, parents whose children died in these houses
(c) Property Loss

IOM has been designated under the German Foundation Act as the sole partner organization to process claims for property losses suffered under the Nazi regime as a result of direct participation of German companies. 
6. Humanitarian and Social Programmes (HSP)

6.1 Brief history of HSP

IOM is responsible for developing and implementing humanitarian and social programmes for Sinti and Roma, Jehovah's Witness, disabled and homosexual victims of Nazi persecution under the Holocaust Victim Assets Programme (HVAP) and the German Forced Labour Compensation Programme (GFLCP). 

IOM has been designated under the German Foundation Act
 to administer €12.27 million for social programmes for Roma and Sinti under GFLCP, and was initially mandated to distribute $ 10 million on behalf of HVAP for Jehovah's Witnesses, physically or mentally disabled and homosexual(s), which subsequently increased to $ 20.5 million. Dzeno was unable to find information on the IOM websites for when and why this amount for HSP increased. 
6.2 Who can receive assistance through IOM

Through HSP, IOM assists Roma and Sinti, Jehovah’ s Witnesses, disabled and homosexual(s) in the following countries: Austria, Belarus, Croatia, the Czech Republic, France, Germany, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Macedonia (FYROM), Moldova, Poland, Romania, the Russian Federation, Serbia and Montenegro, Slovakia, and the Ukraine.

6.3 IOM Partner Organizations

IOM has chosen several partner organizations to implement the HSP, which are listed in the websites of both HVAP and of GFLCP.

After contacting Ms. Marie-Agnes Heine, Public Information Officer of IOM, we received an updated list of HSP partner organizations. This list differed from that currently found on the web sites of the programmes. The websites do not indicate the cooperation of IOM Belgrade in Serbia and Montenegro, and of Interaction Moldova - disabled survivors in Moldova. 

Dzeno requested information on how IOM selected its HSP partner organizations, but did not receive any specific description of the criteria used.

7. Contacts

The following is a brief description of the responses received from each IOM contact. For a detailed contact list, please refer to the excel chart attached at the back of this report (Attachment A).

IOM Geneva

Ms. Marie-Agnes Heine

Public Information Officer

After an initial email exchange with Ms. Marie-Agnes Heine, Dzeno concluded that the information provided was not sufficiently detailed and called the Geneva hotline number
. Dzeno was told that a request would have to be sent via fax. Dzeno then received a final email response from Ms. Marie-Anges Heine. 
Mr. Jean-Philippe Chauzy 

Head of Media and Public Information

Dzeno contacted Mr. Chauzy via email but did not receive a reply.

Mr. Stephen Chambers

HSP General Contact
Dzeno contacted Mr. Chambers via email but did not receive a reply.

Republic of Moldova 

Ms. Natalia Moisevici

International Organization for Migration
Dzeno tried several times to contact the number indicated, but the line is no longer available. Ms. Moisevici’s assistant was reached by dialing the general number of IOM Chisinau, which is not indicated in the HSP websites and therefore had to be found using a web search engine. Her assistant provided Dzeno with a personal email, but no response has been received. 
Romania 

Ms. Gabriela Clondir

International Organization for Migration

As it is written in the “Compensation Programmes Country Information Press Releases
”, as of May 20, 2004, the IOM office in Romania has closed its telephone hotline and email services for persons residing in Romania. This is not indicated in the list of IOM office coordinators. Dzeno received a personal email address for Ms. Clondir by calling the general number for IOM in Bucharest, but she did not reply.

Russia

Ms. Tatiana Volkova

International Organization for Migration

Ms. Volkova informed Dzeno over the phone that the Russian IOM office has sent all relevant information to the head office in Geneva, and that all files have subsequently been deleted from their systems.

Serbia and Montenegro & FYR Macedonia 

Mr. Zivota De Luca

International Organization for Migration

Mr. De Luca was contacted both by email and by phone and said that he would send the requested information to Dzeno by email. Dzeno did not receive any subsequent emails. 
Slovakia

Mr. Marian Vlasaty

International Organization for Migration
Mr. Vlasaty did provide Dzeno with updated general information regarding IOM Slovakia, which had been published as a press release in May of 2005
. The press release included a general update of the compensation Programmes (GFLCP and HVAP) in Slovakia, and reported on the money and people compensated until May 2005. He could not provide information specific to Roma claimants. The press release did also included general information on the HSP and Roma that will receive assistance in Slovakia. 

This press release appeared after Roma Press Agency of Slovakia (RPA), together with Dzeno Association, addressed an open letter
 to Mr. Delbert Field, IOM specialist on Roma problems, with the request to make public the financial flows designated for the compensation of Roma Holocaust victims and for the humanitarian programmes.
Ukraine & Belarus 

Ms. Olga Ozernaya

International Organization for Migration

The Ukraine and Belarus office told Dzeno that requests for information should be sent via email to Ms. Ozernaya, but she did not reply.

Austria

IOM General Office

Dzeno contacted IOM’s Austrian office by phone and was told to refer directly to the main office in Geneva because the HSP programme in Austria finished in 2003.

Croatia

IOM General Office
Dzeno contacted IOM’s Croatian office by phone and was told to refer directly to the main office in Geneva. 

Czech Republic

IOM General Office
Dzeno contacted IOM’s office in the Czech Republic by phone and was told to refer directly to the main office in Geneva because the HSP programme in the Czech Republic finished in November of 2004.

France

IOM General Office
Dzeno contacted IOM’s French office by phone and was told to refer directly to the main office in Geneva because the HSP programme in France finished three years ago.

Germany

IOM General Office

Dzeno contacted IOM’s German office by phone and was told to email requests for information to Ms. Boeltken. We have not received a reply.

Hungary

Mr. Baltin Dora

IOM General Office

Dzeno contacted Mr. Dora by calling the general number of IOM’s Hungarian office. He was able to provide only a general estimate for the number of Roma involved in Hungary’s programmes.

Poland

Ms. Dorota Gołębiewska

IOM General Office

Dzeno contacted Ms. Gołębiewska by calling the general number of IOM’s Polish office. She referred Dzeno back to the main office in Geneva.
Latvia  

Mr. Ilmars Mezs

Head of IOM General Office
Dzeno contacted IOM’s Latvian office by phone and received general data on Roma people involved in the HSP in Latvia and Lithuania, which ended in 2004.

Lithuania

IOM General Office

Dzeno contacted IOM’s Lithuanian office by phone and was referred to the Latvian office. 

8. Conclusions and Observations 

Dzeno has reached the conclusion that IOM covers up information regarding compensation for Roma victims of the Holocaust. Dzeno found the information on the researched websites to be unclear and not comprehensive. The websites regarding the various programmes with which IOM is involved are out of date. IOM has not published general information on compensation for Roma since the fourth report on Compensation Activities in 2004, which was released in April of 2005. The next report will not be available until 2006. 

It is not possible to receive any current information on the number of Roma claimants in each country that have requested benefits, or have thus far received compensation. Dzeno requested such information from Ms. Marie-Agnes Heine in IOM’s main office in Geneva. According to her response:

[…] IOM is not in a position to provide you with exact figures regarding the number of Roma claims submitted to the programmes in part because not all Roma claimants disclosed in their claims that they are Roma. It is clear, however, that under HVAP (Swiss Banks), the large majority of the 41,000 claims received by IOM were submitted by Roma.

It seems impossible that IOM covers up the aforementioned information, as claimants would have had to describe their background history in the application.

Additionally, IOM has done an insufficient job informing possible recipients of the various programme benefits, especially among the Roma people. In reference to the closure of IOM’s Romanian office in Bucharest, the 2004 IOM report states:

In Romania, for example, IOM had to respond to the fact that some Roma and their organizations had circulated rumors that new claims could still be filed with IOM. As a result, the IOM offices in Bucharest and in Geneva were inundated with letters, emails and calls. In order to stop the influx of queries from would-be claimants IOM issued a targeted press release in Romania and published an information sheet and a flyer for local distribution. The telephone hotline and email service had to be cut for all claimants from Romania, and IOM contacted the Permanent Mission of Romania in Geneva to ask for Romanian authorities’ cooperation in dispelling the erroneous belief of many Romanian nationals that the filing deadline for IOM’s compensation programmes had been extended.

IOM places blame for the inundation of claims on Roma people and their organizations, rather than acknowledging its own failure and its HSP partner organizations’ responsibility to efficiently and clearly distribute the proper information. 
This situation is directly tied to IOM’s HSP partner organizations, which should have been directly responsible for informing the public. As mentioned in section 6.3, IOM did not provide Dzeno with information on how it selected its HSP partner organizations. Dzeno posed the following question to Ms. Marie-Agnes Heine in IOM’s Geneva office: How did IOM inform the interested organizations that they could submit proposals to become a partner organization?    
Her response does not answer the question posed:
In 2001, IOM contracted with a specialized research organization to develop potential beneficiary lists for HSP. Roma populations in seventeen Central and Eastern European countries were surveyed through an extensive network of local Sinti and Roma organizations. Potential Sinti and Roma beneficiaries have been screened according to the need and age criteria agreed between IOM and its donors. The information thus gathered has been key to identifying large concentrations of needy Roma and provided a basis for IOM's work of identifying experienced, capable service providers, able to serve communities where large concentrations of vulnerable survivors resided.
It is still unclear what criteria were used in the selection of IOM’s HSP partners. In fact, this response raises another important question: what were the specific “need and age criteria” adopted by IOM’s donors for deciding who could receive benefits? Even if IOM is not responsible for such a decision, it is information that should be made easily accessible to the public.

It is also not clear how IOM informed Roma people about the compensation programmes, HVAP and GFLCP, or how Roma were expected to manage the application process. Because Roma were expected to navigate the application process without any assistance, Dzeno considers this critically ignorant of the current situation of the Roma Nation in Europe.

IOM’s website dedicated to HVAP
 provides links to associations and organizations that can help members of each target group (Jews, Jehovah’s Witnesses, homosexuals, and disabled); however, links to organizations that might help Romany claimants are not provided. IOM does not indicate why they have chosen these particular associations and organizations, and they must have been in contact with organizations that support Roma as they list several in their website dedicated to HSP
.
On May 8, 2001, Rudko Kawczysnki, the Chair of the Board of Directors of the RNC (Roma National Congress), responding to the fact that IOM had been chosen as a partner organization for the German foundation Remembrance, Responsibility, and the Future, stated that IOM is “an organization which works against Roma refugees by order of different states.”
 In light of this statement, Dzeno posed the following question to Ms. Marie-Agnes Heine: We are aware that there have been complaints about the IOM's management of the compensation funds from some Roma organizations, most notably from Rudko Kawczysnki in 2001. How has IOM addressed these complaints, and could you send any documentation reporting on IOM's responses? 

She does not answer the question in her response:

IOM is aware that, since 2001, some members of the Roma leadership have criticized its designation as a partner organization of Remembrance, Responsibility and the Future, and as one of the organizations participating in the implementation of the Settlement Agreement reached in the Holocaust Victim Assets Litigation (Swiss Banks) before the United States District Court for the Eastern District of New York. Regarding the management of resources, IOM has always pointed out that all assistance funds are handed over to it by donors on an as-needed basis and that the Organization is closely monitored by its donors.

Dzeno requested information on IOM’s reports made for its donors: Is it possible to receive the previous reports on the compensation programmes that IOM provides to Remembrance, Responsibility and the Future and the U.S. District Court?

Ms. Marie-Agnes Heine replied that the reports are currently confidential, as did Marek Poczekaj in the German foundation Remembrance, Responsibility and the Future, and will not be made public until the programmes are finished. Dzeno believes that these reports should always be open to the public.
The report proves the authenticity of some of the complaints made by Roma leaders on IOM’s performance in the compensation programmes and indicates that Roma people may not have been properly assisted in this matter.

9. Recommendations

9.1 To Roma Advocacy Organizations

It is unacceptable to lump Romany Holocaust victims together with Jehovah’s Witnesses, homosexuals or disabled persons, because Roma constitute a nation as well as Jews. The other groups mentioned in compensation programmes are groups not defined by ethnicity, but by other characteristics. 

Roma organizations must pressure institutions that claim to assist Roma to provide transparent information on the help they provide (including costs and effects), so the money addressed to help Roma will not be used incorrectly or inefficiently. 

9.2 To Donors of IOM programmes

As Roma leaders have voiced complaints about IOM’s performance in the compensation programmes, consider the possibility that Roma people may not have been properly assisted in this matter.

Not to support any programs on behalf of Roma if they are administered by IOM. 
To demand and publish all reports and financial records related to IOM programmes. 

9.3 To IOM

Make all information accessible and transparent. IOM should pay special attention to transparency in their usage of money. Thus, they should clearly state not only how much money they received for each programme, but also the exact number of people who applied for and received compensation or assistance in each country.
Websites should be updated on a more regular basis. The public should be informed through the media of IOM’s successes and failures during the implementation of their programmes. 

To publish all reports and financial records related to IOM programmes.
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	Office
	Contact Name
	Contact Info
	Method of Contact
	Date
	Reply
	Date

	IOM Geneva
	Ms. Marie-Agnes Heine Public Information Officer
	Tel:+41 225.928.220; mheine@iom.int
	Email
	25.7.2005
	Yes
	28.7.2005

	 
	 
	 
	Email
	29.7.2005
	No
	 

	 
	 
	 
	Phone
	2.8.2005
	Yes
	 

	 
	 
	 
	Phone
	9.8.2005
	Yes
	 

	 
	 
	 
	Fax
	3.8.2005
	Yes
	10.8.2005

	 
	Mr. Jean-Philippe Chauzy Head of Media and Public Information
	Tel:+41 227.179.361; pchauzy@iom.int
	Email
	25.7.2005
	No
	 

	 
	Mr. Stephen Chambers
	Tel: +41 22 592 8295;               schambers@iom.int
	Email
	25.7.2005
	No
	 

	 
	GFLCP/HVAP          Hotline number
	+41-22-5928230
	Phone
	2.8.2005
	Yes
	 

	IOM Moldova
	Ms. Natalia Moisevici          HSP Field Office Coordinator
	Tel:+ 373 22 23 29 40; iomchisinau@iom.int; moisevici@iom.int
	Email
	25.7.2005
	No
	 

	 
	 
	 
	Phone
	10.8.2005
	Yes
	 

	IOM Romania 
	Ms. Gabriela Clondir        HSP Field Office Coordinator
	Tel: + 40 21 230 47 02;  iombucarest@iom.int 
	Email
	25.7.2005
	No
	 

	 
	 
	 
	Phone
	9.8.2005
	Yes
	 

	IOM Russia
	Ms. Tatiana Volkova
	Tel.: +7 095 797 87 22;    tvolkova@iom.int  
	Email
	25.7.2005
	No
	 

	 
	 
	 
	Phone
	9.8.2005
	Yes
	 

	IOM Serbia and Montenegro & FYR Macedonia
	Mr. Zivota De Luca
	Tel.:+381 11 38 21 703; iombeograd@iom.int; delucav@iom.int
	Email
	25.7.2005
	No
	 

	 
	 
	 
	Phone
	9.8.2005
	Yes
	 

	 
	 
	 
	Email
	9.8.2005
	No
	 

	IOM Slovakia
	Mr. Marian Vlasaty
	Tel.: +421 55 625 86 62; vlasaty@iom.sk      
	Email
	25.7.2005
	Yes
	25.7.2005

	 
	 
	 
	 
	27.7.2005
	Yes
	27.7.2005

	 
	 
	 
	 
	27.7.2005
	Yes
	2.8.2005

	IOM Ukraine & Belarus
	Ms. Olga Ozernaya
	Tel.: + 38 044 568 50 15; iomkiev@iom.int 
	email
	25.7.2005
	No
	 

	 
	 
	 
	phone
	 
	No
	 

	IOM Austria
	 
	Tel.:+43 1 585 33 22
	phone
	23.8.2005
	Yes
	 

	IOM Croatia
	 
	Tel.: +385 1486774
	phone
	23.8.2005
	Yes
	 

	IOM               Czech Republic
	 
	Tel.: +420 2 3337 2633
	phone
	23.8.2005
	Yes
	 

	IOM France
	 
	Tel.: +33 140440691
	phone
	23.8.2005
	Yes
	 

	IOM Germany
	 
	Tel.:+49 30 278778;  sboeltken@iom.int
	phone
	23.8.2005
	Yes
	 

	 
	 
	 
	email
	23.8.2005
	No
	 

	IOM Hungary
	Mr. Baltin Dora
	Tel.:+36 147 22 500
	phone
	23.8.2005
	Yes
	 

	IOM Latvia
	Mr. Ilmars Mezs
	Tel.: +371 750 3626; ilmars.mezs@undp.riga.lv
	phone
	24.8.2005
	Yes
	 

	IOM Lithuania
	 
	Tel.: +370 52610115
	phone
	23.8.2005
	Yes
	 

	IOM Poland
	Ms. Dorota Gołębiewska
	Tel.: +48 22 5389103
	phone
	24.8.2005
	Yes
	 

	German foundation "Remembrance Responsibility and the Future"
	Marek Poczekaj
	info@stiftung-evz.de
	email
	29.7.2005
	Yes
	22.8.2005

	Claim Resolution Tribunal (CRT)
	 
	info@crt-ii.org
	email
	29.7.2005
	Yes
	4.8.2005
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� The term ‘Roma’ is used in this report to refer to persons describing themselves as Roma, Gypsies, Travelers,


Manouches, Sinti and other groups perceived as ‘Gypsies’. The use of the term ‘Roma’ is not intended to downplay the great diversity that exists within these communities or to promote stereotypes.


� For the purposes of this report, we are interpreting the term ‘Europe’ to mean the 46 member states of the Council of Europe (and Belarus, which is not a member). The terms ‘Western’ and ‘Eastern’ Europe are meant to represent the artificial divisions created by the Cold War, which resulted in vastly different policies towards Roma. 


� European Network Against Racism (hereafter ENAR), Keeping the Distance, or Taking the Chances: Roma and Travelers in Western Europe, Brussels, 2002.


� […] genocide means any of the following acts committed with intent to destroy, in whole or in part, a national, ethnical, racial or religious group, as such: 


(a) Killing members of the group; 


(b) Causing serious bodily or mental harm to members of the group; 


(c) Deliberately inflicting on the group conditions of life calculated to bring about its physical destruction in whole or in part; 


(d) Imposing measures intended to prevent births within the group; 


(e) Forcibly transferring children of the group to another group. 


Art. 2, Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide, UNHCHR, in � HYPERLINK "http://www.unhchr.ch/html/menu3/b/p_genoci.htm" ��http://www.unhchr.ch/html/menu3/b/p_genoci.htm�. Experts estimate that due to the Nazis’ extermination efforts, only 10% of Roma survived World War II in the area of the Czech Republic.


� http://www.iom.int


� http://www.swissbankclaims.iom.int


� http://www.compensation-for-forced-labour.org


� http://www.stiftung-evz.de


�The Claims Resolution Tribunal (CRI) is responsible for processing claims relating to assets deposited in Swiss banks by Victims or Targets of Nazi persecution prior to and during World War II. http://www.crt-ii.org


� http://www.stiftung-evz.de


� http://www.state.gov/p/eur/rls/rpt/44484.htm


� Hotline number: +41-22-5928230


� “Other groups” include Jehovah's Witness, physically or mentally disabled and homosexual.  


“ […] Lumping the Roma together with disabled persons is inappropriate and insulting to the Roma nation. While we feel for the disabled, they are a social, not a national group, with different problems and different needs. Roma are not disabled. They are capable of managing all of their own needs and of participating in the solutions to the unique social problems […]” Ivan Vesely, http://www.dzeno.cz/?c_id=8092


� As IOM’s Public Information Officer Marie-Agnes Heine informed DzenoDzeno Association: “[…] Potential Sinti and Roma beneficiaries have been screened according to the need and age criteria agreed between IOM and its donors.” Email from August 10, 2005


� http://www.nyed.uscourts.gov/search/index.jsp?si=1&ns=10&c=PDF&c=html&qt=CV-96-4849&sb=relevance


� http://www.swissbankclaims.com/PDFs_Eng/exhibit4toPlanofAllocation.pdf


� http://www.state.gov/p/eur/rls/rpt/44484.htm


� http://www.compensation-for-forced-labour.org/English/law_rrf_eng.html


� (1) Belarus Foundation "Understanding and Reconciliation" (also responsible for Estonia) 


Ul. Jakuba Kolasa 39a, 220013 Minsk, Belarus, Tel: +375-17-23 27 096, Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:brfvp@belsonet.net" �brfvp@belsonet.net�


(2) German-Czech Foundation "Fund for the Future"


Legerova 22, 120 21 Prague 2, Czech Republic, Tel: +420-2-24 26 20 40


(3) German-Polish Foundation "German-Polish Reconciliation"


ul. Krucza 36, 00-921 Warsaw, Poland, Tel: +48-22-629 73 35, � HYPERLINK "http://www.fpnp.pl" �http://www.fpnp.pl�


(4) Russian Foundation "Understanding and Reconciliation" (also responsible for countries that were republics of the former Soviet Union except for Belarus, Estonia, Moldova and the Ukraine)


Stolowy Pereulok 6,121069 Moscow, Russian Federation, Tel/Fax: +7-095-291 10 48


(5) Ukrainian National Foundation "Understanding and Reconciliation" (also responsible for Moldova)


Wuliza Frunse 15, 04080 Ukraine, Tel/Fax: + 380-44-462 50 06


(6) Conference on Jewish Material Claims Against Germany: � HYPERLINK "http://www.claimscon.org" �http://www.claimscon.org�  


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.compensation-for-forced-labour.org/english_home.html" ��http://www.compensation-for-forced-labour.org/english_home.html�: � HYPERLINK "http://www.compensation-for-forced-labour.org/English/Board_of_Trustees.html" � Mr. McKinley (Director General of IOM) to the Board of Trustees of the Foundation "Remembrance, Responsibility and Future"�, 25 August 2000 


� The Law that created the Foundation: Remembrance, Responsibility and Future 


http://www.compensation-for-forced-labour.org/English/law_rrf_eng.html


� GFLCP: � HYPERLINK "http://www.compensation-for-forced-labour.org/english_home.html" ��http://www.compensation-for-forced-labour.org/english_home.html�; 


HVAP: http://www.swissbankclaims.iom.int/English/index_en.html 


� Hotline number: +41-22-5928230


� http://www.compensation-for-forced-labour.org/English/country_info_test.html#PRromania-en


� IOM Press Release 8/2005, 24,May 2005


� The letter is available on the Dzeno website: http://www.dzeno.cz/?c_id=7487


� http://� HYPERLINK "http://www.swissbankclaims.iom.int/English/index_en.html" ��www.swissbankclaims.iom.int/English/index_en.html� at the link to Target Groups


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.swissbankclaims.iom.int/English/index_en.html" ��http://www.swissbankclaims.iom.int/English/index_en.html� at the link to HSP IOM Partner Organizations


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.romanews.com/a/32-01.html" ��http://www.romanews.com/a/32-01.html�
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