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 BULGARIA


The numbers of Roma in Bulgaria, as it is with other countries of Eastern Europe, are calculated to a great extent approximately, based on different sources. The census from March 2001 reads 370,908 people, who declared themselves as "Tsigani / Roma". According to different estimations, however the number of people of Roma origin in Bulgaria can be estimated most in rough guess to be about 700,000-800,000. Compared to the whole numbers of the population (7,928,901 people), this makes Bulgaria the country with comparatively biggest share of Roma population.


Roma in Bulgaria are divided into many internal subdivisions – separate groups, meta-group units, and sub-group divisions. The most numerous and diverse is the meta-group community of the so called Yerlia. These are offspring of the first migration wave and speak different dialects of the "Balkan" group of Romanes (Roma language). Big parts of them are Turkish speaking, often with preferred Turkish identity, or they determine themselves neutrally as Millet (people). The community of Yerlia divides into two main subdivisions - Dassikane Roma (i.e. Bulgarian Gypsies, meaning Christians) and Khorokhane / Khorakhane Roma (i.e. Turkish Gypsies, meaning Muslims). In the frames of these main subdivisions more or less preserved endogamy groups exist with the consciousness for their group belonging, for instance Kalaidzhii, Burgudzhii, Koshnichari, Dzhambazi, Musikanti, Fichiri, Futadzhii, Zvanchari, etc. Together with these groups there are big communities, who remember their old occupations and the corresponding group divisions, but they are no more actual, the borders between the groups in great extent no longer exist and are transferred in the frames of bigger communities (Dassikane Roma or Khorakhane Roma). In these big communities also are included the so called Vlakhichki or Vlakhorya (Lakho, Lakhorii), who use the so-called "South, or Old Vlach" dialects of Romanes and are descendants of the second migrational wave (17-18th century) of migration into the Bulgarian lands. Specific is the place of the so called Thracian Kalaidjia (self-appellation Vlakhos), who also use the “Old Vlach" dialect of Romanes, and who continue even nowadays their semi-nomadic way of life and distinguish from the other Roma.


The second main meta-group community among the Roma in Bulgaria, very clearly distinguished from the others, is the so-called Kardarashi / Kaldarashi  (their self appellation is most often Rom Ciganyaka, meaning "Real Roma"), descendants of the third migration wave into Bulgarian lands (19-20th century). They are former nomads (up till 1958), live separately mainly in the villages and small towns, rarely in the big cities, use the so-called “North or New  Vlach" dialects of Romanes and are divided into number of subgroups. 



The third widely spread meta-group community in Bulgaria is the one of Rudara, who are often called Wallachians, Wallachian Gypsies by the surrounding population. They speak a dialect of the Romanian language; prefer to declare themselves as Wallachians and distinguish themselves from the Roma. In the past most of them were nomads, in the Bulgarian lands they settle in 19-20th century. This community includes two subdivisions: Lingurara, dealing traditionally with crafting wooden articles and Ursara, traditional bear and monkey trainers. Rudara are spread through all the country, live mainly in the villages of the small towns.





*
*
*


After the changes of autumn 1989 Bulgaria enters a long period of social and economical transition, accompanied by entire economy destruction. Majority of Roma are left without their permanent low qualified work in the industry, service and agriculture, and are forced to search for new and different life strategies. Most of them start to work permanently or seasonally in the sphere of the "shadow" economy and as hired workers in agriculture, and in the last years this labour activities are exported across the borders. 


In the new social and political situation representatives of Roma try to find their place in the political life. In March 1990 Democratic Union Roma is created, whose chairman Manush Romanov becomes representative in the Great People’s Assembly, where there were two more Roma representatives, Subi Golemanov and Peter Alexandrov, elected from the lists of Bulgarian Socialistic Party (BSP)


After the elections of 1991 there are no more Roma in the parliament. Tendencies appear for a certain kind of unity of existing Roma organizations, regardless of their political views and sympathies, and in October 1992 United Roma Union, headed by Vasil Chaprazov is established. However, not all of the Roma activists enter this union, and in May 1993 Confederation of Roma in Bulgaria is created in head with Petar Georgiev. After the elections of 1994 in the new parliament there is only one Roma representative – Petar Georgiev, from the lists of BSP.


Practically, it cannot be spoken about any state politics towards Roma in the first half of the 90es. Only in 1994 a special body is created in the Council of Ministers, the Inter-Departmental Council for Ethnic Issues, which included representatives from different ministries and had to coordinate the state’s politics in this sphere, but in fact there was no such politics. In the same year the government of BSP transformed this institution into Inter-Departmental Council for Social and Demographic Issues, whose only activity was the acceptation and signing in the winter of 1997, several days before the collapse of the Government, a special Program for Improving the Situation of Roma, which remains only on paper. Similar was the situation on local and regional level, where the local authorities are bonded to the state institutions (and in great extent are in financial dependance from them). That is why the possibilities, which were offered by different international institutions for solving the numerous problems of the Gypsy community, practically left unused (or, more often, after their acceptation followed only imitation of different activities).





*
*
*


The disappointment from the political way of development and of the imitation of state politics for improving the Roma situation gives strong push to the creation and development of Roma movement into other parameters. Under the common development of the NGO sector Roma NGOs are also being created, which, because of the specifics of the Bulgarian legislative system of that time, are registered mainly as foundations, for example Social Foundation Roma and the later separated from it Foundation For Regional Development Roma, Balkan Foundation for Intercultural Cooperation and Understanding "Diversity", Foundation Social Roma Burro, Foundation Roma-Lom, etc.


In spite the "boom" of the Roma NGO sector in the second half of the 90es, Roma organizations  with national and political ambitions continue to exist. The political crisis and the elections of the spring 1997, however do not lead to inclusion of their representatives into the political life, and in the new Parliament the only one Roma is Asen Hristov from the lists Union of Democratic Forces (UDF), Party, which won in the elections.


The new government proclaims new politic towards Roma and creates a new institution - the National Council for Ethnical and Demographical Issues (NCEDI) at the Council of Ministers, but for long time there are no significant activities. In this situation one of the oldest and most active NGOs in Bulgaria, the Human Rights Project (headed by Dimitar Georgiev, Savelina Danova and Rumyan Rusinov) initiate a working group, which prepares the Framework Program for Equal Integration of Roma in the Bulgarian Society, which after wide discussed in the Roma community through whole country  in October 1998 was approved in the national Round Table by the representatives of the Roma organizations. After long negotiations on 07.04.1999 an agreement was signed between the Roma organizations and the Council of Ministers, which discussed and accepted the Framework Program for Equal Integration of the Roma in the Bulgarian Society on the meeting from 22.04.1999 as a state document.


In the Framework Program the unequal position of Roma population in the society is identified as the main reason for the social and economic problems of the Roma. The main directions of the state policies  are outlined: prevention of discrimination, social and economic politics, healthcare, education, development of ethnic culture, Roma presence in the media, the problems of the Roma women.


After the acceptance of the Framework Program, however the state does not undertake active politics for its realization. This leads to development of new tendencies in the community movement of Roma in Bulgaria – their active participation in the political struggles. A numerous Roma political movement the National association Euro-Roma came into being, headed by Cvetelin Kanchev. On the eve of the local elections in 1999 were registered also other Roma Parties - the Party Free Bulgaria, Party Democratic Congress, Union for Democratic Development, Bulgarian Party Future, Democratic Movement Kinship Love, most of them are led by the so called Kardarasha community and others are connected with other internal subdivisions of the Roma community. The different parties received in the elections in 1999 in total about 7-8% of the votes in the municipalities, in which they participate, and show that the Roma have potential for political presence.


On the government elections of 2001, because of reasons from different character, the Roma Parties can not repeat their success. In the new parliament enter only two Roma representatives, both from Kardarasha community – Alexander Filipov (from the coalition led by the former Bulgarian Tsar Simeon Sax-Koburg-Gotha, which won the elections) and Toma Tomov (from the coalition in lead with BSP).






*
*
*

 
The situation in Bulgaria drastically changes in 2001 after the process of accession to the European Union begins. This change is reflected also in the state politics towards Roma. The National Council of Ethnical and Demographical Issues (NCEDI) is preserved as a structure, but with changes of personnel – for short time in head is Roma women (Svetla Vasileva), who is substituted by Michail Ivanov. In the state administration the position of the Roma experts, appointed in different time in different departments strengthens. Important event for the Gypsies in Bulgaria is the beginning in 2003 of new subject in the Veliko Tarnovo University "Roma Language and Elementary School Pedagogic", led by Dr.Hristo Kyuchukov (a Rom).


The most important in the new situation is that NCEDI starts to guide and share the funds for improving the situation of the Gypsies, which arrive in Bulgaria under different programs of the European Union and from the World Bank.  


With the realization of the "new line" in the politics towards Roma the state already has to earmark active support of the Roma community in it, which is main recommendation of the European Commission and its programs. In March 2003 NCEDI finances and organizes a meeting of selected Roma activists (without the presence of the two Roma Members of Parliament). On this meeting a new structure is created - the Parliament Roma with five chairmen (Petar Georgiev, Vasil Chaprazov, Simeon Blagoev, Zlatko Mladenov and Yosif Nunev). Parliament Roma is declared for government’s partner and prepares Plan-action for the realization of the Framework Program. Later with the Parliament Roma the tenders for the large EU projects are consulted and they participate also in tender evaluation of the Phare projects. Phare 1999 contributes with amount from 500,000 Euros to increase the educational level of the Roma population, to improve living conditions and urban environment in the most disadvantaged Roma quarters, to improve public services to the Roma population through increased number of Roma involved in the public administration and to improve human rights and cultural awareness of relevant institution. Members of the National Council on Ethnic and Demographic Issues among them members of the Parliament Roma, are serving as a Steering committee for implementation of this project. The NCDI has appointed also Roma advisory groups for different project components.


  Phare 2000 contributes 3,5 million Euros to a project that aims at assisting the authorities to improve policies towards socially marginalised children (including significant number of Roma children), following the adoption of important new legislation in this area.


2001 Phare allocates 3,7 million Euros for a programme which fosters the social and economic integration of the Roma and other disadvantaged groups. In the framework of this programme Roma information and cultural centres and job creation programmes are developed. 1,65 million Euros are provided for improving of school attendance for Roma children, elaboration of anti-discrimination legislation, integration of Roma into the public administration and for the development of public awareness strategy. A 1 million Euros contributes for the project to improve access to health services for the Roma population.






*
*
*


In the censuses, especially in the last one (2001) one more very serious problem appeared, which was up till recently publicly kept in silence. The process of the illegal labour migrations nowadays took huge dimensions, particularly after the inclusion of Bulgaria in the Shengen space. It is a public secret that during the last census (which was made before the cancellation of the visas for Bulgarian citizens for Western Europe), in many settlements, where only old people are left, in masses were "counted" people, who for months and even for years are working abroad (from all communities - ethnic  Bulgarians, Turks, Roma..). The local authorities are very interested to represent these people as living in Bulgaria, without  knowledge how much of them are willing to come back, because the state subsidies to the budget of each one of the municipalities is estimated according to the number of the persons living there. From this point of view it is not only harder to determine the numbers of Roma, but the numbers of the whole Bulgarian population.


Roma from Bulgaria work illegally (or in the best case semi-legal, with unknown statute, as "Tourists", or "Temporary visiting persons") mainly in the spheres of the agriculture (Spain, Greece, Italy), in the construction (Germany), in the greenhouses of Netherlands, in the small trade (Poland) and so on. The perspectives are for increasing of this temporary labour mobility, with tendencies towards its gradual legalization. 
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