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CZECH REPUBLIC

According to the official statistical sources during the last decade the dynamics of the number of Roma in Czech Republic shows a phenomenon, unknown in other countries of Eastern Europe – their significant decrease in numbers. In the census in 1991 as 32,903 people have declared themselves Roma (about 0.3 % of the population), and in the census of 2001 11,716 people declared themselves as Roma, which is about 0.1 % of the Czech population which is 10,292,933 people. According to other sources, however, the numbers of Roma in Czech Republic is determined in quite wider scale, approximately between 150,000- 250,000 and even 300,000 people.


Roma in Czech Republic in their huge part are migrants from Slovakia in the last few decades, in the borders of former Czechoslovakia. During the Second World War Czech and Moravian Roma are almost entirely exterminated by the Nazi (only several dozens families survive). On the territories, on which before the war lived German population in Czech Republic, Moravia and Silesia, in the end of the 40es and the beginning of 50es settle (with state support) many Roma, mainly from Eastern and Southern Slovakia. The second migration wave of Roma from these territories towards the industrial regions of the Czech Republic is in the end of the 60es and the beginning of the 70es, when the rapidly developing industry needs big quantities of highly qualified labor forces. The third big migration wave of Roma from Slovakia is in the beginning of the 90es, when with the collapse of the Czechoslovakia in 1993 many Roma from Slovakia prefer to become citizens of the more developed and rich Czech Republic.


As a whole the main subdivisions of the Roma in Czech Republic are the same as in Slovakia. Comparatively small part is the so called Olach Roma (Wallachian Roma), who were active nomads up till the end of the 50es, and nowadays live mainly in the big cities. Huge part are the long time ago settled Servika Roma (Slovak Roma) and Roma Ungrika (Hungarian Roma) or Rumungri, with whom the heires of the survived from the war Czech and Moravian Roma mixed. Except Roma in Czech Republic live few families Sinti.


During the so called epoch of socialism, Roma in Czech Republic were in their big part low qualified labour force in the industrial regions. During the transitional period in the 90es most of them are left without a job and nowadays live mainly through the system of social aid.






* 
* 
*


After the so-called "velvet revolution" from the autumn of 1989, representatives of Roma participate actively in the pblic and political life. On the first democratic elections of 1990 in the Federal assembly of Czechoslovakia as representative for Czech Klara Samkova is elected (Non Roma, dispatched by Romani Civic Initiative), and in the Parliament of Czech Republic as Members are chosen Dezider Balog, Ondrej Gina, Karel Holomek, Zdenek Guzi and Milan Tatar from the lists of Civic Forum, Ladislav Body from Communist Party of Czechoslovakia and Vladimit Zeman from Association for Moravia and Silesia. During the next, last election in Czechoslovakia in the Parliament of Czech Ladislav Body is elected from the lists of Left Block. After the collapse of Czechoslovakia in 1993 the only representative of Roma in the parliament is Monika Horakova, a Member of the Parliament from the lists of Freedom Union (1998 – 2002).


For the first time the Czech state counters problems, connected with Roma after the collapse of Czechoslovakia in 1993. Many Roma, originating from Slovakia, migrate to Czech Republic, because they prefer to become Czech citizens – because of their relatives in Czech Republic or because of the higher living standard there. The Czech government tries to stop this process, but after a protest campaign of Human Rights organizations (particularly active is the Tolerance Foundation) the statute of Roma migrants form Slovakia is legalized.


In the beginning in Czech Republic the Roma issue is part of the common Minorities issue, and Roma representatives are members of the newly formed Council for Nationalities, who, however, does not have direct governing functions. In 1996 Roma activists (Ondrej Gina) protest against this approach, and on the next year Interdepartmental Commission for Romani Community Affairs is created, headed by Peter Uhl, famous dissident – and Human Rights activist, in which are included 6 Roma representatives (who however are "selected, and not elected"). The Commission prepares conception for "Romani Integration", which in 2000 is accepted by the government as a principal component of the new "Romani Policy" of the Czech state, which provides the main Roma problems (unemployment, living environment, social aid, etc.) not to be regarded and solved separately, but in the context of the whole social politics of the state. The active appointment in local governments of "Roma consultants" and "Roma assistants" starts, also supporting from the state budget of different Roma projects in the sphere of the education and culture.


In 2001 the Interdepartmental commission is reconfigured in Government Council for Romani Community Affairs and the Roma representation is enlarged to 14 people, in head with Jan Jarab, the Governmental Commissioner for Human Rights.


 With the state support develops system of preparation of specialists in the field of Romistic and for work with Roma. Right after the changes in the Charls University in Prague the Department of Romani Language was created,  headed by Professor Milena Hubshmannova, in the frames of the Centre for Oriental studies at the Philosophic and Philological Faculty, and the Romistic became separate subject (full university course). Gradually the specialists prepared there found their realization in the newly created Departments of Romistic in the  University "Jan Palacky" in Olomouc, in the Universities of Plzen and Usti nad Labem, in the Evangelistic Academy in Prague, in the Roma Lyceum for Social Work and Law in Kolin, and their activities are oriented mainly in applied spheres, such as preparation of teachers and social workers and consultants.


Together with the developing of the state policy for Roma in Czech Republic the activities of the NGO sector (Roma and Non-Roma) develop, oriented towards improving of Roma situation In some cases the role of the NGO sector may be very important and to influence the state policy. Examples for this during the 90es are already mentioned campaign on the case with citizenship law and the Roma migrants from Slovakia, as well as a Human Rights campaign against the mass sending of Roma children into special schools for mentally handicapped pupils. Under the influence of this campaign (with the active participation of international Human Rights organizations) the Czech government changed the procedure for sending children to special schools and the number of Roma children in them decreased.


In the government measures for improving of the situation of Roma the underlining  principle is to avoid their separation from the mainstream society, but some of measures target them directly. Example for this is the Assistent-teachers training program, realized for the first time by a project of Minority Rights Group and foundation Nova Skola, which targets schooling of Roma children. This program is multiplicited in many projects of the different NGOs and educational facilities, funded also by the state budget.


Since 1989 significant support for improvement of the situation of Roma population, their education and access to labour market gives the EU through the Phare Program. From 1998 till 2001 for the Living Toghether Program (Dzivas Jekhetane), were allocated funds up to a total of 2,7  million Euros. The Living Toghether Program was designed in close partnership with an Advisory group, composed of leading Roma representatives, many of whom are also members of the Czech Governmental Inter-Ministerial Roma Comission and it aims to strenght the professional skills of Roma and other NGOs and to promote their participation in decision-making process at regional and local levels and focusses on key inclusion policies such as education and employment. In 1999 Phare allocated 500,000 EUR for financing of educational activites, the training of Roma assitants and advisors, on research on inter-ethnic relation and the co-financing of public awareness media campaign. In 2000 1 million Euros have been allocated for improvement and enrichment of primary education with multi-cultural content and for antidiscrimination measures. In 2000 Phare also contributes 1,35 milion to Roma integration program of training and education, advocacy and legal aid and integrational activites between Roma and Non-Roma populations. In 2001 Phare Phare provided 3 million of Euros for a civil society project for supporting the pariticipation of Roma in consultative and elected positions as well as small-scale requalification and job creation activities.


Nowadays in Czech Republic exist about 200 Roma NGOs, most of them are working irregularly on different projects, funded by different donors and mainly by different state programs. Among the most well known and succesfull Roma NGOs can be mentioned Dzeno Association (including the  Renewal and Development of Traditional Roma Values Foundation, the TV program Dzeno Romale TV, Radio Rota and Amaro Gendalos  journal), Athinganoi - Roma Students Information Center, Association ROMEA (with the journal Romano vodi), Association of Romanies in Moravia, Muzeum of Roma culture (Brno), Fond of Understanding and Hope, and others.  


Attempts were made to create Association or some other form of cooperation between the different Roma NGOs and Roma political movements, but they were not very successful. In 2001 the creation of Roma Gremium, headed by Ondrej Gina is announced. On 8th of April 2004 representatives from number of Roma organizations (including Emil Scuka, president of International Romani Union) declare the creation of Parliament Roma, headed by Milan Scuka, which should be representative of the Roma community in its contacts with the state. However many important Roma organisations (Dzeno, Atsninganoi, Romea, Assotiation of Romanies in Moravia, etc.) refuse to accept the umbrella role of these organizations and refuse take part in them.






*
*
*


During the second half of the 90es processes of mass migrations of Roma from Czech Republic towards West start under the form of request for political asylum, motivated with ethnical discrimination and persecutions in their homeland. The firs wave of this kind is directed towards Canada, where 1997 1,216 citizens of Czech Republic (mainly Roma) want political asylum. On the next year the wave of Roma political asylum seekers heads towards UK and continues several years, regardless of the restrictions imposed by the British government. After 2001 the scales of the attempts of searching political asylum in different Western countries start to decrease.


The scales of these emigrational flows are many times exaggerated, and there can be met estimations about 70,000-100,000 Roma, emigrated from the Czech Republic. Actually, as is the case with Slovakia, the request for political asylum is only the visible part of the many times larger processes of illegal labour mobility. Many times bigger than the attempts of emigration are the labour migrations of Roma from Czech Republic and their illegal stay in different countries of Western Europe (mainly Germany), where they are most often unqualified labor force (mainly in the construction).


Czech Republic, however is not only exit base for Roma, migrating towards West, it itself, especially in the last years is object of attraction for Roma from other Countries (mainly Slovakia, Bulgaria and Romania), who try the compete in the local labour market, thought still in quite small numbers. 





SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY


Balvin, J. a kol.: 1997,  Spolecne (spolu s Romy k multikulturni vychove ve skolstvi). Usti nad Laben, Brno: Hnuti R.


Barany, Z.: 2001, The East European Gypsies: Regime Change, Marginality, and ethnopolitics. Cambridge University Press.


Barsa, P.: 2001, Ethnocultural justice in East European states and the case of the Czech Roma, in: Kymlicka, W.; Opalski, M. (eds.). Can Liberal Pluralism Be Exported. Western Political Theory and Ethnic Relations in Eastern Europe. Oxford: Oxford University Press, pp. 243-258.


Clark, C.; Campbell, E.: 2000, "Gypsy Invasion": A critical analysis of newspaper reaction to Czech and Slovac asylum-seekers in Britain, in: Journal of the Gypsy Lore Society. 5th Series, Vol. 10, Nr. 1, pp. 23-48.


Crowe, D.: 1996, A History of the Gypsies of Eastern Europe and Russia. New York: St. Martin’s Griffin.


Daniel, B.: 1994, Dejiny Romu. Vybrane kapitoly z dejin Romu v zapadni Evrope, v Ceskych zemich a na Slovensku. Olomouc: Univerzita Palackeho.


Danielova, H.: 2003, Pameti romskych zen. Koreny I. Brno: Muzeum Romske kultury.


Davidova, E.: 1970, The Gypsies in Czechoslovakia, in: Journal of the Gypsy Lore Society, 49, 3-4, pp. 81-83.


Davidova, E.: 1995, Romano Drom. Cesty Romu 1945-1990. Zmeny v Postaveni a Zpusobu Zivota Romu c Cechach, na Morave a na Slovensku. Olomouc:  Univerzita Palackého.


Davidova, E.: 1999, Chajori Romani. Praha: Ars Bohemica.




Davidova, E.: 2001, Romove ve fotografii Evy Davidove. Praha: Nakladatelstvi Fortuna.


ERRC: European Roma Rights Centre: 1999, A Special  Remedy: Roma and Schools for the Mentally Handicapped in the Czech republic.Country report. Budapest: ERRC.


European Union: EU: 2003, EU support for Roma communities in central and Eastern Europe. Brussels: Enlargment Information Unit.


 Fawn, R.: 2001, Czech Attitudes Towards the Roma: 'Expecting More of Havel's Country'?, in: Europe-Asia Studies, 53/8, pp. 1193-1219.


Grulich, T.; Haisman, T.: 1986, Institucionalni zajem o cikanske obyvatelstvo v Ceskoslovensku v letech 1945-1958, in: Cesky lid, 73/2, pp. 72-85.


Guy, W.: 1975, Ways of looking at Roma: the Case of Czechoslovakia, in: In: Rehfish, F. (ed.) Gypsies, Tinkers and Other Travellers. London: Academic Press, pp. 13-48.

Guy, W.: 2001, The Czech lands and Slovakia: another false dawn?, in: Will 
Guy (Ed.) Between Past and Future: the Roma of Central and Eastern Europe. Hatfield: University of Hertfordshire Press, pp. 285-332.



Guy, W.; Uherek, Z.; Weinerova, R. (eds.): 2004, Roma Migration in Europe: Case Studies. Münster: Lit Verlag. 


Holomek, M.: 1969, Soucasne problemy Cikanu v CSSR a jejich reseni, in: Demografie, 11, 3, p. 205 ff




Hubschmannova, M.: 1962, Z ciganskeho folkloru, in: Dejiny a soucasnost, 9.



Hubschmannova, M.: 1976, Cikanstina. Usti nad Labem: Krajsky pedagogicky ustav.



Hubschmannova, M. (ed.): 1987, Ceho je na svete najvic? So hin pro svetos jekhbuter? Praha:Kulturni dum hl.m. Prahy a Ustredni kulturni dum zeleznicaru v Praze 2.



Hubschmannova, M.: 1993, Saj pes dovakeras. Muzeme se domulvit. Olomouc: Univerzita Palackého.



Hubschmannova, M. a kol.: 2003, Jekhetanutna chibaha...S polecnym jazykem. Brno: Spolecenstvi Romu na Morave.



IOM: 2003, Final Report on the Project “Analysis of Contemporary Migration and Settlement of the Members of the Roam Communities from Slovakia in the Territory of the Czech Republic” for Department of Asylum and Migration Policies of the Czech Ministry of the Interior: Prague: IOM



Jamnicka-Smerglova, Z.: 1955, Dejiny nasich cikanu. Praha: Orbis.



Jesina, J.: 1880, Romani cib. Praha.


Jurova, A.: 1996, Romska problematika 1945-1967. Dokumenty. 4 zvazky. Praha: USD. 


Jurova, A.: 2002, Reakcia ceskych organov na zivelny pohyb slovenskych Romov v rokoch 1945-1947, in: Etnologicke rozpravy, 1, pp. 51-66.



Kalibova, K.: 1989, Charakteristika umrtnostnich pomeru romske populace v CSSR, in: Demografie, 31, pp. 239-250.



Kalvoda, J.: 1991, The Gypsies of Czechoslovakia, in: Nationalities Papers, 19/3, 269 ff. 



Kalvoda, J.: 1991, The Gypsies of Czechoslovakia, in: Crowe, D., Kolsti, J. (eds.). The Gypsies of Eastern Europe. New York, London, pp. 93-116.   




Koudelka, J.: 1975, The Gypsies. London: Aperture.



Laznickova, I.; Suler, P. (eds.): 1999, Romove. Tradice a soucasnost. Brno: SVAN, Moravske zemske muzeum.



Lesny, V.: 1916, Cikani v Cechach a na Morave, in: Narodopisny vestnik, c. XI. 



Lipa, J.: 1963, Prirucka cikanstiny. Praha: Statni pedagogicke nakladatelstvi.



Lipa, J.: 1964, Ucebnice cikanstiny. MSK.



Lipa, J.: 1965, Cikanstina v jazykovem prostredi slovenskem a ceskem, in: Rozpravy Ceskoslovenské Akademie ved - Rada spolecenskych ved, 75, 11, Praha, pp.1-64.



Lisa, H. (ed): 1999, Romove v Ceske republike (1945-1998). Sesity pro socialni politiku. Praha: Socioklub.



Lisa, H. (ed): 2000, Romove  bydleni, souziti. Sesity pro socialni politiku. Praha: Socioklub.



Machalova, M.: 1961, Lide medzi lidmi. Praha.



Mares, M. (ed.): 2003, Etnicke a regionalni strany v CR po roce 1989. Brno: Centrum pro studium demokracie a kultury.



Miko, V.: 2003, A Special  Approach to the Roma’s Education in the Czech Republic. Praha: Info Roma Kontakt.



Muller, J.: 1966, Riesenie problemov Ciganov, in: Narodopisny vestnik, 3, pp. 137-141



Navratil, P. a  kol.: 2003, Romove v Ceske spolecnosti. Praha: Portal.



Necas, C.: 1981,  Nad osudem ceskych a slovenskych Cikanu v letech 1934-45. Brno.



Necas, C.: 1991. Spolocenska problematika Romu v minulosti a pritomnosti.  T. I., Brno: Masarykova Univerzita.



Necas, C.: 1993, Spolocenska problematika Romu v minulosti a pritomnosti.  T. II., Brno: Masarykova Univerzita.



Necas, C.: 1994, Ceskoslovensti Romove v letech 1938-1945. Brno: Masarykova Univerzita.



Necas, C.: 1995, Romove v Ceske republice vcera a dnes. Olomouc:  Univerzita Palackeho.



Necas, C.:  1997, Historicky kalendar. Dejiny ceskych Romu v datech. Olomouc: Univerzita Palackeho.



Nemcova, J.: 1963, Helping Gypsies to settle down and become skilled workers, in: Czechoslovak life, 18, 17, pp. 7-11.



Nemcova, J.: 1963, Gypsies take to new way of life, in: Czechoslovak life, 18, 12, pp. 22-25.



Novacek, J.: 1967, Cikani jako zvlastna etnicka skupina  obyvatelstva, in: Acta Facultatis rerum naturalium Universitatis Comenianae. Res sociales, I. pp.91-105



Novacek, J.: 1968, Cikani vcera, dnes a zitra. Praha: Socialisticka akademie.


   Office of the Government.: 2003, The Roma Integration Policy Concept in the Czech Republic. Approved by the Government of the Czech republic 12 March 2003. Praque: Office of the Government of the Czech Republic and Office of the Governmental Council for Roma Community Affairs.



Pape, M.: 1997, A nikdo vam nebude verit. Dokument o koncentracnim tabore Lety u Pisku. Praha. 



Pellar, R.: 1991, Sterilisierung von Roma-Frauen in der CSFR, in: Pogrom, 22,159, pp. 49.   



Pekarek, P.; Kalibova, K.; Fristenska, H.; Kaderabkova, J.; Sotolova, E.: 1997, Romove - reflexe problemu. Soubor textu k romske roblematice. Praha:  Sofis & Pastelka.



Raichova, I. a kol.: 2001, Romove a nacionalismus? Brno: Muzeum Romske Kultury.



Rican, P.: 1998, S Romy, zit budeme - jde o to jak. Praha: Portal.



Sebkova, H.; Zlnayova, E.; Hubschmannova, M.: 1991, Fragments tsiganes: comme en haut, ainsi en bas (in French). A collections of interviews translated from Romani into French. Paris: Lierre and Coudrier.



Sebkova, H.; Zlnayova, E.: 1992, Les Roms de Tchecoslovaquie, in: Claire Auzias (Ed.) Les Familles Roms d’Europe de l’Est. Paris: IDEF 



Sebkova, H.: 1993, Prejugeses lieux communs en Tchecoslovaquie, in: Etudes Tsiganes, 1, pp. 137-142.  



Sekera, J.: 1953, Deti z hlinene vestnice. Praha.



Sekera, J.: 1954, Cikan zpiva jinak. Praha.



Sokolova, V.: 2002, A Matter of Speaking: Racism, Gender and Social Deviance in the Politics of the "The Gypsy Question" in Communist Czechoslovakia. 1845-1999. -  PhD Dissertation, University of Washington, USA. 



Srb, V.: 1985, Demograficky profil ceskoslovenskych Romu, in: Cesky lid, 72, 3, pp. 139-148.



Stampach, Fr.: 1929, Cikani v Ceskoslovenske republice. Praha.



Stampach, F.: 1930, Zaklady narodopisu cikanu v CSR,  in: Narodopisny vestnik Ceskoslovensky, roc. XXIII, c. 4, pp.314-380.



Stampach Fr.: 1933, Cikani v Cs. republice, in: Ceskoslovenska vlastiveda, dil II, Clovek, Praha, pp. 287-294.

 
Stampach, F.: Vychova a vyucba cikanu v CSR, in: Paedagogicke rozhledy, XXXVII, ses. 7, 342 ff.



Stampach, F.: Dusevny vyvoj cikanskeho ditete, in: Paedagogicke rozhledy, roc. 40, ses. 6.



Sus, J.: 1961, Cikanska otazka v CSSR. Praha: Statni nakladatelstvi politicke literatury.



Siklova, J.; Miklusakova, M.: 1998, Law as an instrument of discrimination: Denying citizenship to the Czech Roma, in: East European Constitutional Review, 7, 2, pp. 58-64.



The Roma Integration Policy Concept in the Czech republic. 2003. Approved by the Government of the Czech Republic. 12 March 2003. 2003. Prague: Office of the Government of the Czech Republic & Office of the Governmental Council for Roma Community Affairs.



Tritt, R.: 1992, Struggling for Ethnic Identity: Czechoslovakia’s Endangered Gypsies. Helsinki Watch. New York: Human Rights Watch.



Ulc, O.: 1991, Integration of the Gypsies in Czechoslovakia, in: Ethnic Groups, 9, pp. 107-117.



Ulc, O.: 1995, Czech Republic and the Gypsies, in: Freedom Review, 3, pp. 1-7.



Vermeersch, P.: 2001, Romani Political Mobilization in Central and Eastern Europe, in: The European Yearbook of Minority Issues, Vol. 1, Leiden, Boston: Martinus Nijhoff Publishers.

 

Vermeersch, P.: 2002,  Roma and Politics of Ethnicity in Central Europe: A Comparative Study of Ethnic Minority Mobilisation in the Czech Republic, Hungary and Slovakia in the 1990s. - Dr. degree Dissertation, Katholike Universiteit Leuven, Belgium.



Visek, P. (ed.): 2002, Romove ve meste. Sesity pro socialni politiku. Praha: Socioklub.



Weinerova, R.: 1994, Romanies - In Search of Lost Security? An Ethnological Probe in Prague 5. Prague: Prague Occasional Papers in Ethnology, No. 3.



