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HUNGARY




The number of Roma in Hungary (as in other European Countries) is hard to be exactly fixated. The census from 2001 reads 190 046 people, self identified as Roma. According to different experts estimations the number of Roma in Hungary is most often determined as about 500,000-600,000 people.


Roma in Hungary are divided into three main subdivisions. The most numerous (around two thirds of the whole number) are the Roma Ungrika (Hungarian Roma) or Rumungro. They are relatively early settled (starting from 16th, 17th centuries), most of them have lost their Romani language and are Hungarian speaking. In the past most of them lived in separate, isolated settlements (“cziganytelep”, “colonies”) near the villages, earned their living mainly with hired labour in the agriculture, and parts of them were musicians in the cities. The second separate community is the so called "Olah Roma" (Wallachian Roma), who migrated to the Hungarian territories during the 19th century, from the lands of nowadays Romania. In the past (up till the 50es of 20th century) they were nomads with traditional occupations, connected with offering of different kinds of commodities and services. The third subdivision are the Beash / Boyash, who are Romanian speaking, part of them were nomads in past and they were traditionally occupied with different kinds of producing of wooden articles and hired labour in the agriculture.


The specific display of identity among the different communities, who usually determine themselves as "Roma" in general, is characteristic for Hungary. Big parts of the Hungarian speaking Rumungri declare themselves as Hungarians or even as "Cziganyok" (i.e. Gypsies). Mainly the Gypsies from the groups of the traditional musicians descend determine themselves as "Cziganyok",  insist in using the appellation “Czigany”, ad often do not want to be mixed with Roma. The Beash also in their bigger part declare themselves as a separate community, and only a small part of their activist are willing to accept themselves as Roma.
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During the so-called epoch of socialism, the authorities in Hungary undertake a number of measures for the social integration of the Roma. A big part of the separate Gypsy settlements near the villages (about 2000) are removed, and big part of the living there people gradually migrate towards the cities. Roma are mainly engaged in different kinds of unqualified or low qualified labour in the industry or the agriculture. After the changes of 1989 and the period of transition towards market economy big parts of the Roma are left without job, and rely of temporary occupancy in the sphere of the shadow economy for living.


Roma participate actively in the political life of Hungary under different forms. In the lists of the main political powers for Members of Parliament are chosen: on the elections in 1990, Aladar Horvath and Antonia Haga through the lists of the Alliance for Free Democrats and Tamas Peli from the Socialist Party; on the elections of 1994, Antonia Haga from Alliance of Free Democrats and Tamas Peli from Socialist Party; on the elections of 1998 there are no Roma Members of Parliament; on the elections of 2002 Florian Farkas, Josef Vagra, Mihaly Lukacs from the lists of FIDESZ - Hungarian Democratic Forum, and Laszlo Lukacs from the nowadays ruling Socialist Party. In June 2004 for European Parliament Member in Hungary is chosen Livia Jaroka (from FIDESZ - Hungarian Democratic Forum).


In 1989, even before the changes, the forum Phralipe is created, which should have united Roma in the country under the aegis of the then ruling Socialist Party. In 1991 Parliament Roma is crated, who insists on efficient state policy in regards to Roma. In 1993 Minorities Law is accepted, which provides specific form of self-governmenst of the different ethnical communities in Hungary, and under the power of which National Gypsy Minority Self-government and its subdivisions are created. From the general 3,200 regional and local self-governments of the different ethnic communities there are 730 Roma ones, which on the first elections from 1995 elect around 3000 Roma, representatives in the self-governments on different levels. In 1995 and 1999 as head of National Self-government is chosen Florian Farkas from the name of the organization Lungo Drom (i.e. Long Way). On the election in 2003 for the National Self-government are registered 4,592 electors, and as a head of it (after prolonged court debates) Aldar Horvath is chosen, chairman of the Democratic Romany Coalition, at that time advisor to Prime Minister Peter Medgyessy, and 1004 Roma are elected on different levels of regional and local self-governments.


The system of Nationals Self-governments (including the one of the Roma) provides representatives of different minorities to be attracted for opinion and cooperation when solving different problems, connected with the corresponding minorities. The budget of the self-governments is a part of the state budget, and is oriented mainly towards different cultural activities.


The state policy towards Roma does not end only with the system of National Gypsy Minority Self-Government and its subdivisions. In the beginning of the 90es a Public Foundation for Gypsies is created, financed by the state, who support different projects, connected with Roma, conducted by the local authorities and NGOs (Roma and non Roma ones). Also Gandhi School in Pecs is created, which functions mainly with state support and which students are mainly from the Beasha community. 


Outside the system of National Gypsy Minority Self-government and its subdivisions, gradually appear "independent" Roma NGOs, in 1990 there are 6 such organizations, in 1991 there are 34, in 1992 - 70 organizations, in 1993 – 185, and today their number is over 300. Most of them function irregularly and realize projects in different spheres. Many times some of them act together with leading Non-Roma NGOs and the most famous projects for Roma in the sphere of  job creation programs  and  income generation (stimulating through a system of interest low or interest free  loan and grants for small productions in different spheres especially agricultural activities, such as vegetable garden production, growing watermelons and animal breeding, designated mainly for rural areas) are the projects of Autonomia Alaptivany – Hungarian Foundation for Self-Relians, developed later also on wider scale by PAKIV European Roma Fund nor only for Hungary, but also for other countries from region such as Bulgaria, Romania, and Slovakia.     


A serious change in the state policy towards the Roma starts in the end of the 90es. The state starts more and more directly to pay attention to volnurable situation of Roma. In 1999 an Inter-Departmental Committee on Roma Affairs is created. The Hungarian government increase social spending in 2001 for Roma by nearly 33 percent, and the budget for Roma increased from 7.2 billion HUF ($ 24 million) to 9.4 billion HUF. 7,850 Romany students won scholarships for the 2000-2001 academic year, up from 785 four years ago. In 2001 Radio C is created with the state support ("C" for Cziganyok).



Particularly active becomes the state policy regarding the Roma of the new Hungarian government after the elections in 2002. 21 member National Gypsy Coordination Council is created which must prepare and carry out the Government’s policies towards the Roma population. Laszlo Teleki, political state secretary for Romany Affairs at the Prime Minister’s Office, becomes secretary of the modified Inter Departmental Committee on Roma affairs, in which are included representatives of the Ministry of the Interior, the Ministry of Health, Social and Family Affairs, the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development, the Ministry of Labour and Employment, the Ministry of Children, Youth and Sports, the Ministry of Justice, the Ministry of National Cultural Heritage, the Ministry of Education and the Ministry of Finance, furthermore the president of the Office for Regional Development of the Prime Minister's Office, the President of the Office for the National Development Strategy and EU subventions, and the President of the Office for National and Ethnic Minorities have a permanent seat in the committee. The secretary of the Council of Roma Affairs, the Minority ombudsman, the president of the National Roma Self-government, the presidents of the Ghandi Public Foundation and the Public Foundation for the Roma of Hungary take part in the committee's work as permanent guests. The Office of the Roma Integration State Secretary completes the secretarial work of the committee. The Hungarian government has committed 7.2 bn HUF (over 20 20 million Euro) towards improving the plight of the Gypsy minority, 4.9 bn HUF of it earmarked for medium-term projects. 


Significant support for improvement of the situation of Roma population in Hungary, their education and access to labour market  gives  EU through the Phare Program. In 1999 Phare contributed 6,9 million Euros to a larger project co-financed by the Hungarian government totaliling 12,5 million Euros. The project aimed at reducing the school drop-outs and strenghtening schools engagement and social promotion of talented young Roma. In 2000  financial support in amount of 2,5 million Euros was given for anti-discrimination, capacity building of Office for national and Ethnic minorities and for pilot development scheme for infrastructure in segregated Roma neighbourhoods. During 2001 Phare provided 5 million Euros for social integration program, development of an equal opportunities  policy to improve access to the labour market market additionally grants to institutions to take up task of Roma Training and Information centres, training of Roma mediators and support of redirection of children from special schools into mainstream education. During 2003 Funds are attracted from the Roma Social Integration Phare program – the programme's budget was 3. 350.000 Euros (approx. 888.000.000 HUF): of this Phare support was 2.500.000 Euros (approx. 662.500.000 HUF) while domestic partner finance came to 850.000 Euros (approx. 225.500.000 HUF).


Many Roma activists are hired for state service on different levels. Eva Orsos becomes deputy of the minister of Labour and Employment, and Viktoria Mohacsi becomes president of a special council with the Ministry of Education, which created The National Network for Integrative Education. The program of this Network starts in January 2003 and the main accent in it is the desegregation of the Roma children (abolishment of the separate schools and classes for Roma) and the proceeding to integrated education.  For this project the Government, via the Ministry of Education, had allocated HUF 2.68 billion ($ 10.72 million) while the Phare fund would secure HUF 4 billion ($ 16 million) to total HUF 6.68 billion ($ 26.72 million). The programmes shall start running in North-Hungary, in the northern part of the Great-Plain Region, in South-Transdanubia, as well as in Budapest and in its outskirts areas. The establishment of the institutional background for the integration of Roma and socially disadvantaged children appears as a distinct heading in the 2003 state budget. All the above mentioned programmes are based on the co-operation of different institutions, such as kindergartens, elementary and secondary schools, social suppliers, maintainers and Roma self- governments.


Hungary is host and the most active participant of the Decade of Roma, declared By George Soros and his network of foundations "Open Society" in Eastern Europe in 2003 in cooperation with the World Bank whose main aim is to better the situation of the Roma through active works in four main directions – labour occupancy, living environment, healthcare  and education.





*
*
*


After the changes from 1989 the internal migrations and the labour mobility of the Roma in Hungary are comparatively limited and are directed mainly towards the capital of Budapest. The trans-border migrations are mainly under the form of requests for political refugee. The most famous case in this direction is the "case Zamoly", when in the summer of 2000 some Roma families (altogether 43) from the city of Zamoly arrive in Strasbourg, where they ask for status of political refugees on base of discrimination  and  persecutions on ethnic reasons in their homeland. With the same motives other Roma go to Canada, where in 2001 for the last 5 years are read 4 900 Hungarian citizens, mainly Roma requested Political Refugee. According to data from the UN High Commissioner for Refugees Office, in 2002 4,022 persons fled Hungary last year requested political asylum,  compared  with 1,532 in 1999 and 2,612 in 2000. Most asylum seekers are Roma and claim to suffer from discrimination. 
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